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Splashing success

New set of wheels

Cedarburg High School
boys swimmers win Bulldog
Invitational.

Cooperative effort underway to
purchase a new Mequon police
vehicle to transport Vero.
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Pechura Plans for Mequon
retiring
development
in Grafton move forward
Longtime school
superintendent says
the time is right
By Stephanie S. Beecher
News Graphic Correspondent
Grafton — After serving
more than 10 years in the
Grafton
School
District,
Superintendent Jeffrey Pechura
is retiring.
Pechura
made
the
announcement in a letter released
to the school
district
on
Tuesday.
While, the
news came as
a surprise to
Pechura
many within
the district,
Pechura’s request for retirement
is expected to pass with a unanimous vote at the upcoming
Grafton School Board meeting
Monday, said school board
President Terry Ziegler.
“It is always unexpected
when somebody good is leaving,” said Ziegler. “We were
lucky to have Jeff. He was a
breath of fresh air. He brought a
collaborative feeling to the district and we resonated with
that.”
“He was the right guy, at the
right time,” Ziegler added.
For Pechura, it was also the
right time to move on. Pechura
admits he was deeply affected by
the Connecticut shooting, but
said his decision to retire included a number of factors.
“Things just kind of hit you,”
Pechura said. “I thought: ‘What
more can I give?’ Not a whole lot
more. ‘How much more of a difference can I make?’ I really
can’t. So, the time is right.”
Along
with
Pechura,
Superintendent Daryl Herrick
of Cedarburg is also retiring.

See PECHURA, Page A2

Five properties
to be rezoned at
intersection of
Mequon Road,
Cedarburg Road

By Gary Achterberg
News Graphic Staff
Mequon — Plans for a
five-building development at
the crossroads of Mequon’s
Town Center took a major
step forward Monday when
the city’s planning commis-

sion unanimously approved
rezoning five properties.
The action came after city
staff and developer Blair
Williams,
president
of
Whitefish Bay-based Wired
Properties, described plans
for the project that would be
built at the intersection of
Mequon and Cedarburg
roads. It includes retail
space, a restaurant, about 40
apartments and a new building for the American Legion.
The current building that
houses the Howard J.
Schroeder American Legion
Post, 6006 W. Mequon Road,
would be torn down, as

Drawing by Mayer Helminiak Architects

The proposed development includes a restaurant at the corner of Mequon and Cedarburg
roads.A Mobil gas station now at that intersection would be removed.
would the Towne Market
Mobil gas station, 11209 N.
Cedarburg Road. Williams
said he has contracts to
acquire both parcels.
The city is poised to take
several additional steps related to the project:
■ The Mequon Common
Council will conduct a public
hearing and take up the zoning change Feb. 12.
■ The city’s landmarks
commission must decide

whether to rescind its historic designation for the
American Legion building.
It meets Jan. 28. If it
declines to rescind the designation, it could be
appealed to the common
council, which likely would
consider that issue Feb. 12,
too.
■ The project would then
come back before the planning commission in early to
mid-spring for building and

Costly contamination

Friday's Question: What do you
think of the frog outside of
Cedarburg’s new Partnership
Bank?
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Administrative
picture changes
at Cedarburg
schools
By Lisa Curtis
News Graphic Staff

DNR file photo

This 1972 photo shows an accumulation of debris of all sorts at the Denow landfill in the town of Grafton.
Trash at the site has been buried but contamination concerns persist.

Denow landfill has been a long, expensive situation
News Graphic
Facebook Question
of the Week:

site plan approval.
Williams said the development fits well with the objectives of the Town Center. The
district runs from the north
end of Main Street in
Thiensville south through
the Mequon Road intersection as well as east on
Mequon Road from the
Milwaukee
River
west
toward Wauwatosa Road.

By Steve Schuster
News Graphic Staff
Grafton — Monitoring vinyl
chloride levels, a toxic chemical
found in town of Grafton’s residential well water decades ago due
to illegal dumping at the Denow
landfill is
Part 2 of 2 parts not an easy
task, nor is
it an inexpensive one.
Decades worth of legal action
over the contamination of
Ozaukee County’s groundwater
still hasn’t reached a settlement,
according to town of Grafton officials who, for the past four years,
have been meeting in closed session discussions as recently as last
month.
In 1998, the Milwaukee Journal
Sentinel reported the U.S.
Environmental
Protection
Agency issued notices of liability
to Rexnord Corp., Tecumseh
Products Co., and Brunswick
Corp., the parent company of
Mercury Marine. But according to
the story, both Tecumseh and
Mercury Marine denied dumping
at Denow landfill.
In 2008, the town of Grafton
and Great American Financial
Resources Inc. were referred by

the state Department of Natural
Resources to the state Department
of Justice for allegedly failing to
comply with an administrative
order. The DOJ referral also
alleged that the town of Grafton
failed “to take actions necessary
to restore the environment as
required under Wis. Stats.”
On
Tuesday,
DOJ
Communications Officer Dana
Brueck said, “The Department of
Justice no longer has an active
referral from DNR. We did not
bring an action in response to the
original referral because, in consultation with the DNR, we did not
believe that an enforcement
action was appropriate at the
time. We will not comment specifically on the reasons; however, it
may be noted that the parties have
been willing to cooperate with the
DNR.”
While officials may be cooperating, the chemicals are not,
according to experts.
Contaminants like vinyl chloride have a very long half-life and
take an extended period of time to
break down, according to Kenneth
Wein,
president
of
Key
Engineering Group who served as
a consultant for the landfill’s
remediation in the 1990s.

Cedarburg — Two more changes are
occurring in the district office of the
Cedarburg School District.
Fredrika Harper, who has served as director of curriculum and instruction since 2008,
has announced her retirement, effective at
the end of the school year.
Harper began her career in Cedarburg 35
years ago as a middle school science teacher
at St. Francis Borgia Catholic School. She has
also worked for the Shorewood and New
Berlin school districts and was an administrator at the Oak Creek School District when
she was hired in Cedarburg.
“I have loved every bit of the work,”
Harper said.
She said she has loved working for the
Cedarburg School District and said it is
poignant that she both began and ended her
career here.
Superintendent Daryl Herrick said
Harper will be missed.
“She has an exceptional work ethic, good
wo rk i n g k n ow l e d g e o f t h e r i g o r o u s

See SCHOOL, Page A6

Board begins process
of replacing
superintendent

To complicate matters even
further, depending on soil and
water table conditions, it can be
difficult to determine all of the
sources of contamination and
potential environmental impact,
he said.
The resulting monitoring and
remediation process is expensive,
too.
According to Grafton Town
Chairman Lester Bartel, state and
federal officials wanted the town
to spend as much as $20 million to
completely remove the toxic waste
and ship it to a hazardous waste
site several years ago. And,
according to Bartel, state officials
wanted the town to come up with
money for monitoring every single private well within the town,
which became unnecessary when
the town switched water supplies.
Experts from two national consulting firms opined that the town
could instead safely wait for the
chemicals to dissipate over time
through a process known as “natural attenuation,” Bartel said.
But DNR officials said they
never proposed such a costly
endeavor.
Regardless, as of January 2013,

The Cedarburg School Board has
taken the early steps of finding a superintendent to replace retiring administrator
Daryl Herrick, and they are looking for
the public’s help.
The board has hired the education
leadership search consultant BWP &
Associates to assist in the search. School
board President Kevin Kennedy said that
during a conference call with the consultant Monday, the board was asked to hold
listening sessions with staff and the community. That includes teachers, custodians, student council members, parents
and other district residents.
“We will also do an online survey,”
Kennedy said. “Anyone can provide their
thoughts and comments on the process,
what’s important in a superintendent.”
Three listening sessions will be held on
Jan. 21. Kennedy said they will be in the
late afternoon or early evening, though
times have not been set yet.
He said once the key traits in a superintendent are identified, they can begin
the process of looking for an administrator who can fulfill them.

See LANDFILL, Page A9
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this weekend at Cedar Mills
Clinic.
Organizers
of
Cedarburg
Parents
for
Responsible Human Growth
and Development Education
say they will provide “medically accurate, age-appropriate information” on the physical and emotional changes
that occur during puberty,
human reproduction, the
importance of sexual abstinence for disease and pregnancy prevention and ways to
develop and maintain healthy
interpersonal relationships
and effective communication.

“The course will also teach
students about healthy relationships and refusal skills
and will promote abstinence
as the best way to stay safe
and healthy throughout adolescence. Our program focuses on empowering students
through knowledge rather
than relying on guilt and
shame," said CPR HGD
organizer Jennifer Carlson.
Carlson and other members say the school district
course, Choosing the Best,
uses judgment and objectionable and controversial sex

News Graphic / Page A9

education materials to promote abstinence among the
students. They say the
response from parents whose
children will attend their
course shows others agree.
“We have been very excited by the positive reaction
from parents,” said organizer
Heidi Erven Rowley. “This
demonstrates that parents
want their students to receive
sex education that medical
and educational professionals
with relevant training and
experience know is effective
and appropriate."

Parents of students in seventh, eighth and ninth grade
were asked to return a form
saying whether their child
would or would not be
enrolled in the Choosing the
Best course. Ninth-grade students in first semester health
class have already begun
Choosing the Best instruction, said Karen Egelhoff,
administrative assistant to
the director of curriculum
and instruction. Of the 152
students in the class, parents
of 13 opted them out. Seven
more have indicated they

would opt out of the second
semester. That is compared to
24 last year: six elected out of
all HG&D and 18 out of the
sensitive issue areas.
Organizers of the alternative course say there are still
openings for this weekend’s
workshops. A course for
eighth- and ninth-graders will
be held Feb. 2 and Feb. 3 at
Cedar Mills Clinic. For more
information, go to www.ResponsibleHGD.webs.com.
(Lisa Curtis can be reached
at lcurtis@conleynet.com.)

Cedarburg Plan Commission backs new zoning district for new library

Landfill: residents with private wells encouraged to get their water tested
the town of Grafton taxpayers
have already spent nearly $2
million on costs related to the
Denow landfill, and according
to Bartel, as much as $400,000
of that was spent on legal fees,
which still continue to grow.
Affected homes were
already connected to a safe
alternative water supply with
the help from village officials.
Bartel said that alone cost
town
taxpayers
nearly
$800,000, and additional monitoring is still needed.
DNR officials confirmed
well monitoring is continuing.
Town resident Ron Sobel,
who lives near the former
dump site said that although
his well hasn’t tested positive,
he’s still concerned.
“As a neighbor, I think it’s
a pretty obvious concern. We
don’t drink or even cook with
our well water,” he said.
According to Sobel, his
biggest fear is the uncertainty.
“What are you going to do,
test your well 365 days of the
year? I remember talking to
an EPA expert who said you
can have the best well in the
country one day and the worst
the next day,” he said.
Experts agree with Sobel.

“Well water samples can
vary significantly from one
day to the next,” said Dr.
Thomas Burke, an environmental expert, professor and
associate dean at Johns
Hopkins Bloomberg School of
Public Health in Baltimore.
Burke noted levels detected in town wells may have
been well beyond normal but
could have been much worse.
The town of Grafton’s contamination “is still a relatively low dose. But, that doesn’t
mean it’s not serious,” he
said.
What are the effects of prolonged exposure to relatively
smaller levels of vinyl chloride?
The short answer? Experts
don’t really know.
Burke said while not many
studies have been conducted
on those individuals who consumed this type of contaminated water, there are possible
long term effects, even cancer.
“The odds are very small,
but there is still some incremental risk for those
exposed,” he said.
According to Burke, the
greatest risk is for children.
Burke also noted there
aren’t initial symptoms from
consuming well water contaminated with vinyl chlo-

ride.
“It’s not like drinking
water filled with bacteria
where you would have intestinal problems,” he said.
Town officials said they
are committed to making the
land and water safe for their
residents and visitors and
recently submitted a revised
remediation plan to state officials.
But Jeanne Tarvin, the
geologist with Enviorn in
Brookfield, who prepared the
plan, declined to comment
and deffered questions to
attorney Linda Benfield with
Foley & Lardner, who also
declined to comment.
In December 2012, John
Feeney, a hydrologist with the
DNR’s Sheboygan County
office, took over the case file
from Nancy Ryan and said the
DNR expects to send a
response to town officials
either approving or rejecting
the town's plan sometime next
month.
As recently as May 2012,
town of Grafton water samples still show a presence of
chemicals. In fact, one water
monitoring site indicated levels of trichlorethene were at
3.7 ug/L, according to the
DNR’s website. However, some
of other the monitoring sites

did not show a presence of
chemicals. To view more of
the recent and past monitoring
results,
visit
http://bit.ly/towngrafton2013
and type in 1133 for the license
number.
Cooperation has improved
between town and state officials, according to DNR officials.
“Things now seem to be
moving along,” Ryan said.
In
the
meantime,
Wisconsin
Sierra
Club
President Dr. Shahla Warner
has advice for residents.
“If you have a private well,
it’s important to get your
water tested,” she said.
Warner also noted that if
tests reveal excessive (chemical not bacterial) contamination levels, it’s imperative for
residents to avoid boiling the
water.
“Often the inhalation
effects are worse than drinking it,” Warner said.
DNR officials suggested
locating a water testing laboratory for additional information. Visit http://bit.ly/towngraftonwater and under sample group codes select "volatile
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is to provide personalized and meaningful celebrations of life
at a fair value. We offer comfort and attention that our clients
deserve, and support them in one of the most difficult times in
their lives.

✔ NO PASSES
✘ EXTRA SPECIAL ATTRACTION
CHILDREN UNDER 6 NOT ALLOWED IN “R RATED” MOVIE

WWW.MARCUSTHEATRES.COM
230130021

SAUKVILLE
350 S. Riverside Drive
Ph # 262-268-9455

SHOWTIMES GOOD 1/4-1/10/13

Grafton Little League
Registration
will take place:

DEADLINE TO REGISTER - January 26
Registrations received after
January 26 are subject to a
$35 late fee and roster availability.
Registration forms and additional
information are available at:
www.graftonlittleleague.com

You may also call (262) 339-5212

Fri-Sun 12:30, 4:00, 7:30
Mon-Thurs 4:00, 7:30
Jack Reacher (PG13)
Fri-Sun 1:10, 4:05, 7:00, 9:55
Mon-Thurs 4:05, 7:00
Lincoln (PG13)
Fri-Sun 12:20, 3:30, 6:40, 9:50
Mon-Thurs 4:00, 7:10
Parental Guidance (PG) Fri-Sun 1:50, 4:20, 6:55, 9:35
Mon-Thurs 4:20, 6:55
Fri-Sun 1:40, 4:10, 6:45, 9:25
Promised Land (R) ✔
Mon-Thurs 4:10, 6:45
Fri-Sun 12:10, 4:50, 9:30
Texas Chainsaw 2D (R) ✔
Mon-Thurs 4:50
Fri-Sun 2:30, 7:10
Texas Chainsaw 3D (R) ✔✘
Mon-Thurs 7:10
Zero Dark 30 (R) ✔✘ Fri-Sun 12:00, 3:20, 6:40, 10:00
Mon-Thurs 4:00, 7:20
Gangster Squad (R) ✔✘ Fri-Sun 1:30, 4:15, 7:05, 9:45
Mon-Thurs 4:15, 7:05
Mon-Thurs 4:00, 6:00, 8:00
Honor Flight (NR) ✔
Fri-Sun 2:30, 6:15, 9:45
Les Miserables (PG13) ✔
Mon-Thurs 4:00, 7:25
This is 40 (R)
Fri-Sun 1:00, 4:00, 7:00, 10:00
Mon-Thurs 7:00
Hobbit 2D (PG13)
Fri-Sun 12:20, 3:55, 7:30
Mon-Thurs 3:55, 7:30
Skyfall (PG13)
Fri-Sun 12:10, 3:20, 6:40, 9:50
Mon-Thurs 3:55

Eernisse Funeral Homes & Cremation Service
Belgium
(262) 285-4141

Cedarburg
(262) 376-9600

Port Washington
(262) 284-2601

www.eernissefh.com

JAN. 11 - JAN. 17
RISE OF THE
GUARDIANS
(3D)
Starring Hugh Jackman,
Alec Baldwin, Chris Pine
and Isla Fisher
When the evil spirit
Pitch launches an
assault on Earth, the
Immortal Guardians
team up to protect
the innocence of
children all around
the world. PG
Admission
$3.50 for 2D Movies
$5.00 for 3D Movies.
$2.00 2D Movies Tuesday.

7pm Showings Daily
Matinees Sat. & Sun. 3:30pm

CEDARBURG

W62 N567 W
ashington Ave.

377-1010

www.rivoliofced

arburg.com

230088001

Registration will take place at the
Grafton Senior Center
1665 7th Avenue, Grafton

230130002

• Saturday, January 12
10:30am to 2pm
• Saturday, January 19
10:30am to 2pm

Django (R)

organics," and leave the rest of
the fields blank.
For more information on
other water quality and testing
issues
visit
http://bit.ly/waterinfo2013.
To view a copy of the town
of Grafton's groundwater natural attenuation monitoring
plan (revised remedial design
report Nov. 2012), scan the
adjacent QR code or visit
http://bit.ly/denow12
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